CIC NEWS
Community
In Christ
Lutheran Church

May 2022

Serving the Lake Norman area since 1977

A newsletter published for the members and friends of Community In Christ Lutheran Church, 7621 Norman Island Drive,
Cornelius, NC 28031 704-892-0120
email: swheeler@communityinchrist.net
www.communityinchrist.org

Sundays in May
WORSHIP TIMES & LOCATIONS
On Sundays, May 1st and 8th, we worship at 9 a.m. (& livestream) and 11 a.m.
in the sanctuary.
On Sundays, May 15th, 22nd, and 29th, we worship together in ONE service at 10 a.m. in the
sanctuary & on livestream. The Annual Meeting follows the service on May 15th. Sunday School will take place at
9 a.m. when worship is at 10 a.m.
Facebook Link










YouTube Link








Regathering Information
















Our Congregational Annual Meeting will be on Sunday, May 15th, immediately following our ONE worship service that begins at 10 a.m. in the sanctuary. Please look at the meeting information found in this newsletter. Additionally, look to upcoming congregational emails and announcements for any update information in the weeks leading up to the meeting.


































Welcome!
On Sunday, May 22nd, we welcome the Rev. Betsy Mitchell as our worship leader. Rev.
Betsy Mitchell, ordained in the ELCA, serves as a hospital chaplain at Atrium Health Union. She lives in the Arboretum area of Charlotte with her two teenage children, Lee and
Maryrose. Betsy loves playing her guitar, painting, swimming, and reading. She is passionate about social justice and loves writing sermons that empower people to love God,
self, and others more fully and deeply. Please welcome Rev. Betsy Mitchell!

Community In Christ is an ELCA Lutheran Church located two miles west of I-77 at Exit 25. Our office hours are 9:30 am-5:00 pm Monday through Friday.
An open invitation is extended to everyone to share our joy of Christian fellowship in worship and life.

From the Pastors……...

I thank my God every time I think of you… -Philippians 1:3
Gratitude. That’s where we feel like we’ve got to start this newsletter article. We’re routinely grateful for you, the people of
Community in Christ, but this is one of those times when the thankfulness is particularly high. Coming off the busyness of Holy
Week, preparing for the upcoming Annual Meeting, and nearing the conclusion of the programming year, we’re more acutely
aware of how much time and dedication so many of you freely give to the life of our family of faith. There are the sound booth
operators, the altar guild members, the musicians, the greeters, the ushers, the coffee cart helpers, the staff, all the behind-thescenes leaders and the helpers who are guiding, directing, and making sure all the moving pieces are working together. As your
pastors, it’s humbling to be able to witness this work and to see the ministry it creates. And so, we’re grateful.
Earlier this week, we came across an article written by author and pastor, Reverend Erin Wathen, while she was serving a congregation in Kansas. Her article also began with words of thankfulness directed towards her community (pretty much any clergy
who survives Holy Week better be thankful for all the help their congregation gives!). Wathen said that she began to thank the
congregation for the many ways they had been volunteering around the church during the Easter season, but she quickly corrected her choice of words. She noted how volunteering isn’t an appropriate way to view one’s work within the church. To make
this point, she likened “volunteering at church” to be akin to how some speak of “babysitting” one’s own kids. Volunteering is a
good thing. Babysitting is a good thing. But parents don’t babysit their own kids. They parent.

The difference is a sense of belonging, connectivity, and responsibility. Volunteering is typically a non-committal type of
work. You step into something for a period of time, do some good, and then leave. This, again, is not a bad thing. Our world
could use a far greater involvement of people volunteering in all facets. It’s just that volunteering isn’t the most helpful word or
perspective to have when thinking of the church.
One doesn’t “volunteer” in one’s family, right? You don’t volunteer to help grandma cook some meals after her knee replacement. You don’t volunteer to help your nephew with his algebra homework. You don’t volunteer to help your dad finish his
taxes. When it’s your family, when you see a need, you do it. When it’s your family, when your skills and wisdom could be
shared, you offer them. Because that’s what you do as a family.
Our church, as every church should strive to be, is a family. And being a part of this family, belonging to this family, we have
responsibilities to help our family function. And those responsibilities are not relegated to “volunteering,” because they’re deeper than that. Wathen suggests using terms like “serving” and partnering in ministry to be used instead of volunteering as they
more adequately describe what’s being done.
For us, we’re going to try to follow Wathen’s suggestions and shift our vocabulary in this direction. Volunteering is a great
thing, but it doesn’t articulate the kind of relationship we have as church together. We’re a family—and we don’t “babysit our
own kids.”
So, thank you for all that you have done and will continue to do to nourish God’s people here in this place,
Pastor Michael & Pastor Lisa

Office & Staff Information
We encourage calling and emailing to schedule appointments.

Pastor Lisa – pastorlisa@communityinchrist.net
Pastor Michael – pastormichael@communityinchrist.net
Stephanie Wheeler, Church Administrator – swheeler@communityinchrist.net
Sandy Barefoot, Director of Music Ministries – sandy@communityinchrist.net
Finance - Madalyn Wilkinson—financedirector@communityinchrist.net

Ways to Give of Tithes and Offerings at CIC:
1. Online/Direct Withdrawal
A. Go to www.communityinchrist.org & click on the “donate now” button in the upper right-hand corner.
B. Select “Create Profile”
C. Provide your email address
D. Create your profile and provide the various pieces of information. Once your profile is created, you can select what types of
giving you would like sign-up for.
*When considering this option, please note that church incurs an additional service charge for credit card fees.
2. Mail In: We have a locked mailbox at CIC that is checked frequently. CIC’s address is 7621 Norman Island Drive, Cornelius,
NC 28031
3. Offering Plate: The ushers provide a contact-free opportunity for you to place your offering in the offering plate during worship.
Stock Account—Have you ever thought about giving the gift of stocks, mutual funds, or IRAs? CIC has a resource available
through Thrivent Financial to transfer these funds to the church into a charitable, tax-free gift account. If you would like to learn
more about this possibility or have questions please contact Gary Samuelson (704-506-3234) and/or Madalyn Wilkinson at
financedirector@communityinchrist.net.

Office Update
 Office Administrator, Stephanie Wheeler, will be out of the office on Monday and Tuesday, May 23rd and 24th.
 Please note that the Church Office will be closed on Monday, May 30th in observance of Memorial Day.
 The pastors will be out of the office for continuing education May 16th through May 22nd.

Prayers
Prayers for Members: Gary Salzman, Suzette Iskander, Jim Carney, Joan Garn, Renate Von Dohlen, Lee Tillman, Janet
Shuping, Dane Horna, Betty Classey, Don Snyder, Louanne Schweitzer, Pat Hamby, Gregg Bottemiller, Lucy Price, Joyce
Phelps, Shirley McNielis, Blaire Hart, Linda Snyder
Prayers for friends & relatives of members: Gary Finlay Jr. (Deborah Lowe's cousin); Dana Heidelberger (friend of Pat &
Scott Wood); Linda Wallace (Melissa Martucci's mother); Margaret Orendorff (Diana Elsass's mother); Volosin Family
(Extended family of Diana Elsass); Canan Saral (pronounced "Jahnan" mother of Karem Saral); Sam Fair (nephew of
Deborah Lowe); Bill Royster (friend of Ed Bauer)

Prayers for all active duty military personnel and their families, healthcare workers, first responders and public servants (Community In Christ thanks you and continues to pray for you)
The Lay Pastors meet monthly to pray for all people on the list. They also send out cards letting them know they have been
prayed for. Please provide addresses to send the cards. Please submit all prayer requests to the office at 704-892-020 or
swheeler@communityinchrist.net.

Things to take note of:
Tuesday Morning CIC Bible Study: Join the weekly Bible Study that meets in the
narthex on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.
Help Wanted!: The Coffee Cart is looking for hosts! Contact Carol Moser to learn
more or sign-up at cbmoser@aol.com.
Usher and A/V Teams: Are you interested in learning more about being a worship usher or about what role you could play on
the A/V team? Both groups are looking for more volunteers to add to the rotation. Contact Pastor Michael,
pastormichael@communityinchrist.net, if you’d like to learn more!
Volunteers Needed for Altar Guild: Let the church office know if you are interested in becoming an Altar Guild volunteer.
Contact Stephanie Wheeler at swheeler@communityinchrist.net.

Softball – CIC’s softball team pulled off a tie for 3rd place during the regular 6-team season! The first playoff game is Sunday,
May 1st at 2 p.m. at North Mecklenburg Park. The following schedule depends on the outcome of that game. Stay tuned to announcements for updated information. Come join the fun on the field or on the bleachers!
Dear Fellow CIC Members,
We hope you have heard the big news over the last month from Lutheran Services Carolinas
(LSC). For the last few Sundays, we have learned about three significant unmet needs in North
Carolina and LSC’s plans to address those needs. Throughout the month, we were each asked to
prayerfully consider supporting LSC’s Be The Light campaign.
We are following up with you about the importance of supporting this endeavor. Many of us have had friends and family who
have been involved in some way with one of the services we have been learning about – guiding children and families, expanding opportunities for adults, and the For the Children Endowment.
There are two ways people can make an online gift.
One time only donations: https://lscarolinas.net/onetime/ (members need to remember to include CIC in the comment section)
Three year pledge: Be the Light Statement of Intent (members will be required to add CIC for form)
Also, if you haven’t had a chance to watch the campaign overview, here is the campaign video link: LSC's Be the Light campaign - YouTube
We hope you will join us in supporting this campaign. No matter how much you give or pledge, know that your gifts will help
our neighbors who need LSC’s care today and in the future. We hope you will agree and join us in making the Be The
Light campaign a priority in your giving this year. If you have questions about the campaign, you can contact me or LSC staff at
1-800-HELPING. Thank you for considering this opportunity and I look forward to hearing from you.
Peace,
Susan Kullstam, Be the Light Campaign Chair

Group Ministry News…….
WELCA
If you are a female member of the Congregation, you are automatically a member of WELCA. We hold
Monthly meetings at the church on the second Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. Our current study material
is “Bible Women, All Their Words And Why They Matter” by Lindsay Hardin Freeman.
The May meeting will held on Monday, May 9th, at 6:30 p.m. The study leader for May is Barbara Eaker.
The hostess is Diana Elsass. The summer we will be continuing our traditional Social events in lieu of meetings we meet at local restaurants for fellowship. These dates are: Monday June 13th, July 11th, and August
11th. We will be selecting the restaurants at the May meeting.
Our current Treasurer has resigned so we are looking for a replacements. The information will be available at the May meeting.
Our Thanks to Martha Smith for her service in the past and a job well done.
The Annual Gathering will be held this year: Dates are Friday June 24th through Sunday 26th at Lenoir-Rhyne University, more
information to follow. The theme will be “RENEWED DAY BY DAY”
Barbara Eaker will be project leader for the making of “Wellness kits” , further information to follow.

Happy Time Luncheon
Happy Times seniors May luncheon will be at Choplins Restaurant located at 19700 One Norman Blvd in
Cornelius 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, May 18th. RSVP to Ron Major at 704-622-0517 or
HunterRon35@hotmail.com.

CIC Prayer Shawl Ministry
The CIC Prayer Shawl Ministry prayerfully weaves God’s love and peace into hand crafted shawls,
scarves, hats, blankets and prayer cloths for those in need. If you like to knit or crochet, or would
like to learn how, please join us! The group and its activities are open to all CIC members, friends,
and visitors regardless of age or ability. Join us and share in this ministry! Just contact Kathy Dutton
at mamabissy@gmail.com
In May, we will be making fleece blankets for CIC’s graduating seniors, while we continue to focus on building our supplies of
prayer shawls, baby blankets, and hat/scarf sets for those in need.
We will continue to meet in person in the CIC Spirit Center on Wednesday afternoons from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 pm. Plan to join
us if you can for some fellowship, idea-sharing, and fun! If you are interested in coming to the in-person meetings, please contact Kathy Dutton and she will send you the necessary information. Of course, you can also participate in this important ministry
at home by crafting items, and bringing them to CIC.

Card Ministry News
Join the members of the CIC card ministry create cards that serve as physical reminders of God’s love,
support and presence in our lives. No experience necessary!
We will meet twice in May: Tuesday, May 10th, at 2:00 pm and Tuesday, May 24th, at 6:30 pm in
the Spirit Center. Participants are asked to enter through the doors nearest the Spirit Center.
Thank you to everyone for your continued support of this ministry. Watch for Mother’s Day cards in
May and Father’s Day cards to be on the rack in the Narthex.

May Grocery Cart Collection
Angels and Sparrows serves over 1000 lunches a week with their Summer Bag Lunch Program for Kids; that serves children at
risk of going hungry when school is not in session. This summer they are making a concentrated effort to provide healthy snacks
in the bag lunches, with whole grain and low/no sugar items. We will be collecting items for these lunches over the next few
months.
In May we would like to start stocking the shelves with Fruit Cups (no sugar added) and Unsweetened apple sauce cups. While
you’re at the grocery store please consider adding these items to your cart and bringing them to the CIC cart. What a difference
it will make in the lives of many kids in our community!
Thank you to everyone who donated potatoes during the month of April. We collected over 200 lbs. of russets, reds, Yukon
golds, and sweet potatoes. Russets won the potato race with 161 lbs. collected.

New Members
Are you interested in learning more about the congregation? Are you ready to join the congregation? Please reach out to Pastor
Michael and Pastor Lisa (pastormichael@communityinchrist.net and pastorlisa@communityinchrist.net) to talk more about upcoming New Member Class opportunities.

Big Red Bus
Save the Date! One Blood’s Big Red Bus will be returning to CIC on Sunday, June 12th,
from 8 am until 12:30 p.m. You can go ahead and save your space on the bus signing up today at the following link: https://donor.oneblood.org/donor/schedules/
drive_schedule/1226364

Preschool, Sunday School & Youth News:
Preschool Registration for the 2022/2023 School Year Is Open!
 Tuition for 2022/2023: $270.00 for 2-year-old and 3-year-old students and $305.00 for 4-year-

old, PK and TK students.
 There is a non-refundable registration fee of $75 due at the time of enrollment.
 Child must be classroom age by August 31st, 2022 or by December 31st, 2022 for the TK class
 To schedule a tour contact Sharon Fuller at 704-892-0120 ext 104 or (sfuller9564@gmail.com.)
 Visit our website for the link to the registration form—Communityinchrist.org click Youth tab - click Weekday Preschool.
Link to registration form here.
Sunday School Schedule:
May 1st – 10 a.m. – PreK-1st Grade: Spirit Center; 2nd-5th Grade Fellowship Hall
May 8th – 10 a.m. – PreK-1st Grade: Spirit Center; 2nd-5th Grade Fellowship Hall
May 15th – 9 a.m. – PreK-1st Grade: Spirit Center; 2nd-5th Grade Fellowship Hall
May 22nd – 9 a.m. – PreK-1st Grade: Spirit Center; 2nd-5th Grade Fellowship Hall
May 29th – NO Class
June 5th – End of Year Party! Stay tuned for more information!

Confirmation:
The Confirmation Class wraps up the year with classes on May 1st and May 15th beginning
at 6 p.m. Please continue to work on sermon notes and worship leadership opportunities.

REGISTRATION IS OPEN for ADVENTURE ISLAND VBS
July 31 - August 4, 2022
6:00-8:00 p.m.
Children 4 years old through 5"' grade
invited to join the Quest for God's Great Light.
Registration cost is $15.00/child with a maximum cost for a family $30.00.

Check out the Adventure Island Information Display in the narthex.
This display will be continuously evolving as the event draws
closer. There are multiple ways our members and friends can volunteer their talents. We are asking
you to prayerfully consider becoming involved with this tremendous summer event. Maybe you
would consider being a Station Leader, a Station Assistant, an Island Guide, an Island Volunteer, and
or lend a helping hand to our Decoration Chief.

CONTACT: Kathy Shugarman at shugs02@gmail.com
OR
Suzi Hinrichs at suzihinrichs@gmail.com

Arise! Shine! Your light has come:
the LORD'S glory has shone upon youth (Isaiah 60:1)

Agapé Day Camp
Agapé Day Camp is coming to CIC, June 20-24!
WHO: Rising 1st through Rising 5th graders
WHAT: Agapé Kure Beach Ministries counselors travel to bring outdoor ministries to us. This year’s theme is: Boundless! The
camp will explore boundless Goodness, Love, Welcome, Forgiveness and Generosity that God has for all of us! Masks are optional.
WHERE: At CIC
WHEN: June 20-25 (9 a.m.-3 p.m. Mon-Thurs; 9 a.m.-Noon Fri); Stay tuned for more information about a possible program on
Thursday evening!
HOW: Fill out a registration form found here or on the Welcome Desk in the Narthex. Pay the $150 cost by check (made out to
CIC with “Agape Day Camp” in memo line) or through the “Donate Now” button on the church website and making the appropriate selections.
Contact Pastor Lisa with questions or for a registration form, pastorlisa@communityinchrist.net. Registration ends June 7th or if
we reach the 32 camper capacity. Invite a friend! Tell your grandchildren and neighbors!

Agapé Day Camp Help Wanted!
Want to help support the Agapé Day Camp week and help us get prepared? There are 3 ways that you can help us prepare for
our week of Day Camp:
1 – Pray for the staff and campers preparing for the summer!
2 – Donate items needed for the week’s craft projects by June 12th found on this Sign-Up Genius: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/70a094ba8af2fa46-agape1
3 – Feed the counselors dinner! We don’t yet know the number of counselors we’ll be sent or any dietary needs, but we do know
they will need to eat dinner Sunday through Thursday nights while they are here. If you are interested in learning more about
bringing a meal for them one of the evenings, please contact Pastor Lisa.
4 – Donate money for breakfast/lunch/snack food for the counselors! Pastor Lisa will be stocking the counselors’ host home
fridge and counter with food to prepare their own breakfast and sack lunches each day as well as snacks for their planning sessions each evening. If you’d like to help feed these college students during the week in this way, make a donation under the
“Donate Now” button on the church website and click on the “Agape Day Camp” tab marking your donation as food or by writing a check made out to CIC and writing “Day Camp Food” in the memo.

You’re invited to the NC Synod’s first ever Synod Gathering! In an every other year rotation with Synod Assembly, Synod
Gathering is all the worship, learning, fellowship, and faith formation found within Assembly but without any of the business
meetings. Congregations don’t have assigned delegates. Everyone is welcome and invited to attend all or parts of the Assembly.
Varying registration rates reflect time spent at the Gathering. For more information, click on the Synod’s link: 2022 Synod Gathering - North Carolina Synod (nclutheran.org)

From the Finance Team
In March offerings came in strong at $43,559. YTD our financial gifts are at $370,689, which is 5% behind the Budget. We had
no unusual expenditures this month. We used funds from designated accounts to purchase new outdoor seating ($3212) and to
reinstall artificial turf in the preschool area ($2250). Our YTD Surplus is $9,366.
~Madalyn Wilkinson, Director of Finance.
Office Communication Please be in touch with Stephanie in the church office (swheeler@communityinchrist.net) about the
following:
• If you read the newsletter online and prefer that it no longer be mailed to your physical address.
• If you have switched to giving primarily through digital means and no longer have a need for physical envelopes.
PLEASE REMEMBER TO UPDATE YOUR CREDIT CARD EXPIRATION DATE IF YOU ARE SET UP FOR AUTO
DEDUCTION ON OUR WEBSITE.

Please note that announcements for the bulletin,
newsletter and Facebook pages are for church
related items only. Anything non-related to the
church will be deleted. Thank you for adhering to
this policy. Submissions for the bulletin must be
received in writing to the church office by Thursdays at 10 am. Submissions for the newsletter
must be received in writing to the church office
by the 20th of the month.

Each week we send out an e-mail to the congregation sharing what's going on and what's coming
up. If you have not been receiving these e-mails,
please let us know. Write your e-mail down in the
black book and put a note by it asking us to include you in our weekly e-mails. You can also
sign up for e-mails at our website.
www.communityinchrist.org

Are you getting our E-Mails?
Livestreamed on Facebook & YouTube

9 a.m. & 11 a.m.—Sanctuary
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