CIC NEWS
Community
In Christ
Lutheran Church

March 2022

Serving the Lake Norman area since 1977

A newsletter published for the members and friends of Community In Christ Lutheran Church, 7621 Norman Island Drive,
Cornelius, NC 28031 704-892-0120
email: swheeler@communityinchrist.net www.communityinchrist.org

Sundays in March:
WORSHIP TIMES & LOCATIONS
9 a.m. SANCTUARY & Livestream
11 a.m. Sanctuary
Facebook Link














YouTube Link






Regathering Information














The Church Council made the following adjustments to CIC’s Gathering Policy at the meeting on 2/23/22. These
modifications will begin starting March 1st to allow time for participants and volunteers to prepare.
Worship Services:
Sunday Services:
 9 a.m. Worship –All volunteers, worship leaders, and worshipers are asked to wear a mask while indoors. This
service is also livestreamed.
 11 a.m. Worship – Masks are optional for all volunteers, worship leaders, and worshipers.
Midweek Services:
 Masks are optional for all volunteers, worship leaders, and worshipers.
Youth Sunday School: Masks will continue to be worn by all participants, teachers, and parents who are attending
with their child/ren.
Confirmation and Senior High: Beginning in March, masks will be optional for gatherings.
Groups: Church and Outside Groups may utilize CIC’s facilities with masks optional at their gatherings and are
encouraged to check with the comfort levels of their group’s participants.

Mitigation: Current mitigation techniques of increased ventilation, remaining near seats, providing outdoor activity
options, etc, will continue.
As has been the case throughout the pandemic, the Church Council has based its guidance on recommendations
from local and national health agencies, the NC Synod, and out of love and care for one another. While everyone’s
personal preferences for how to go about living in the pandemic vary for a range of reasons, our collective desire to
worship remains the same. We hope you can find a worship setting within this plan where you feel comfortable and
safe. We also pray that we continue to extend an abundance of grace to one another as we manage our way through
these unprecedented times. ~ The Church Council

Community In Christ is an ELCA Lutheran Church located two miles west of I-77 at Exit 25. Our office hours are 9:30 am-5:00 pm Monday through Friday.
An open invitation is extended to everyone to share our joy of Christian fellowship in worship and life.

From the Pastors……
So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the
streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you give
alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and your
Father who sees in secret will reward you." And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to
stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who
is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. –Matthew 6:1-6,
Traditional reading on Ash Wednesday.
This year we find ourselves in an unusual liturgical situation. Don’t worry, the “situation” is nothing too life-altering!
It’s just that the 40 day season of Lent is starting quite a bit later than it typically does. This year Ash Wednesday isn’t until March 2nd (last year it was February 17th). What this means, besides Easter being consequentially later as
well, is that we all have a bit more time to think about and prepare for this important season in the church.
A common practice that many Christians follow during Lent is the act of “giving something up.” Whether this is
something you do or if you’ve never heard of it before, please continue reading as we address some of the rationale
behind this tradition.
Historically, Lent has been a time that spiritual disciplines have been emphasized. Those disciplines have often included: alms giving, prayer, and fasting. Each of those disciplines is intended to help one connect with God and to
grow in his or her faith. And, in order for one to gain such an experience from one of those activities, he or she needs
to first relinquish something. For example: alms giving = the relinquishing of money. Prayer = the relinquishing of
time/control. Fasting = the relinquishing of food. Thus, by “giving up something,” one then has created space to experience God via the disciplines. So, if giving up chocolate, or social media, or alcohol during Lent helps you to better connect with God, by all means, give such things up. However, if the voids created by those sacrifices are not
filled with moments to experience God, then perhaps you should instead save them for a future New Year’s resolution.
Another spin on the “give something up” for Lent opportunity is to, instead, decide to “take something on.” Instead
of putting the emphasis on what is relinquished, try focusing on what has been added. That new addition might very
well be fasting, or praying at a new time every day, or increasing your charitable giving. I know, some of you are
probably saying this is a different side to the same coin…and you might be correct. But when one gives up something
for Lent they typically return to their previous behavior as soon as Lent is over—whereas spiritual disciplines are intended to increase over time as one grows in faith. Not to mention that over the last two years we have all given up a
lot…why not we take advantage of an opportunity to take something new on, or something that we once did that we
had stopped doing for a time.
If you are unsure as to what you might want to “take on” this Lenten season, don’t worry because we have a few suggestions. Giving, prayer, and fasting are all excellent disciplines. Also, we would suggest adding a few of the Lenten
worship services to your normal routine, or participating in the Be The Light Campaign, or volunteering to serve in
the Sound Booth/Usher/Altar Guild…whether taking on such opportunities might generate spiritual growth and
change in you is unknown, but there will be space created for God to work, and such work has a way of leaving an
impact on a person that extends well beyond 40 days.
Stay well and God’s peace be with you,
Pastor Michael & Pastor Lisa

Spring forward on Sunday, March 13th,
setting those clocks ahead one hour before
heading to bed on Saturday night.

Office & Staff Information
We encourage calling and emailing to schedule appointments.

Pastor Lisa – pastorlisa@communityinchrist.net
Pastor Michael – pastormichael@communityinchrist.net
Stephanie Wheeler, Church Administrator – swheeler@communityinchrist.net
Sandy Barefoot, Director of Music Ministries – sandy@communityinchrist.net
Finance - Madalyn Wilkinson—financedirector@communityinchrist.net

Ways to Give of Tithes and Offerings at CIC:
1. Online/Direct Withdrawal
A. Go to www.communityinchrist.org & click on the “donate now” button in the upper right-hand corner.
B. Select “Create Profile”
C. Provide your email address
D. Create your profile and provide the various pieces of information. Once your profile is created, you can select what types of
giving you would like sign-up for.
*When considering this option, please note that church incurs an additional service charge for credit card fees.
2. Mail In: We have a locked mailbox at CIC that is checked frequently. CIC’s address is 7621 Norman Island Drive, Cornelius,
NC 28031
3. Offering Plate: The ushers provide a contact-free opportunity for you to place your offering in the offering plate during drivein worship.
Stock Account—Have you ever thought about giving the gift of stocks, mutual funds, or IRAs? CIC has a resource available
through Thrivent Financial to transfer these funds to the church into a charitable, tax-free gift account. If you would like to learn
more about this possibility or have questions please contact Gary Samuelson (704-506-3234) and/or Madalyn Wilkinson at
financedirector@communityinchrist.net.
Souper Bowl of Caring Totals:

•
•
•
•

Rams: $347
Commercials: $442
Undesignated: $295
Bengals: $1907 votes

We’ve written a check to Angels & Sparrows Community Table
for $2991!!!! We are grateful for the continued support of this
ministry and service partner in our area and the incredible kingdom work done through the staff and volunteers!

New Americans Hygiene Kits
Thank you for donating items for 111
complete hygiene kits for LSC’s New
Americans Program that helps settle
individuals and families into continuing their lives in a very new place.
Our prayers from worship on February 6th as well as words
of welcome from the Card Ministry went with each kit being
handed out to those becoming acclimated to life in the Southeast. Additional donated supplies that didn’t make it into full
kits were available for larger families to take. Thank you!

Prayers
Prayers for Members: Carla Beaver, Gary Salzman, Suzette Iskander, Jim Carney, Joan Garn, Renate Von Dohlen, Lee
Tillman, Janet Shuping, Dane Horna, Susan Hill, Betty Classey, Don Snyder, Louanne Schweitzer, Pat Hamby, Luther Beaver,
Chuck Decker, Gregg Bottemiller, Lucy Price, Joyce Phelps, Chuck Hill, Blaire Hart
Prayers for friends & relatives of members: Gary Finlay Jr. (Deborah Lowe's cousin); Dagmar Kuzman (friend of Ed Bauer);
Dana Heidelberger (friend of Pat & Scott Wood); Linda Wallace (Melissa Martucci’s mother); Margaret Orendorff (Diana
Elsass’s mother); Volosin Family (extended family of Diana Elsass)

Prayers for all active duty military personnel and their families, healthcare workers, first responders and public servants (Community In Christ thanks you and continues to pray for you)
The Lay Pastors meet monthly to pray for all people on the list. They also send out cards letting them know they have been
prayed for. Please provide addresses to send the cards. Please submit all prayer requests to the office at 704-892-020 or
swheeler@communityinchrist.net.

Things to take note of:
Tuesday Morning CIC Bible Study: Join the weekly Bible Study that meets in the
narthex on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.
Help Wanted!: The Coffee Cart is looking for hosts! Contact Carol Moser to learn
more or sign-up at cbmoser@aol.com.
Usher and A/V Teams: Are you interested in learning more about being a worship usher or about what role you could play on
the A/V team? Both groups are looking for more volunteers to add to the rotation. Contact Pastor Michael,
pastormichael@communityinchrist.net, if you’d like to learn more!
Volunteers Needed for Altar Guild: Let the church office know if you are interested in becoming an Altar Guild volunteer.
Contact Stephanie Wheeler at swheeler@communityinchrist.net.
March Madness Bracket Challenge: It's almost March Madness Time! If you're the least bit interested
in college basketball, you're strongly encouraged to participate in CIC's NCAA Men's Basketball Bracket
Challenge. What is a “bracket challenge?”— On March 13th a tournament bracket will be created by a
selection committee. Within that bracket, you will then pick who you think will win every potential match
-up (and don’t worry, your guess is as good as anyone’s…in fact, most of our brackets will be more accurate than the analysts on ESPN). It really is as simple as that. Your strategy for picking a winner can be
based on seedings, team preferences, mascots, the flipping of a coin… As the tournament goes along, we'll
rank who has made the most accurate picks. The challenge is just for fun as well as for bragging rights.
The intent is to have a simple and enjoyable activity that EVERYONE can participate in. Stay posted for the bracket details as
we get closer to the 13th.
Softball Returns!!! It has been a while since we have had a chance to "get out on the diamond" and
"shag some flies", "field some grounders" and "take some BP". The league has not hammered out the details with Parks and Recs yet but the season will start in Mid-March and will be the same Sunday afternoon times. Once we hear from the league, we will forward this information to you. In the meantime, we
are looking for players - regardless of your skill level!! Many of you have played in the past and we are
hoping to see you out there again. We are looking to have fun, share some great fellowship and get outside
and get a little bit of "exercise". It is a co-ed league consisting of churches from around the area. The
more people we have the more fun it is. Everyone will play. You must be at least 16 years of age. If you are interested, please
contact Paul Miller at p.k.miller1@gmail.com or if you have any questions call him at 614-679-2640.
One Blood’s Big Red Bus will be back at CIC on Sunday, March 20th! The nation’s blood supply is in critical need! Consider donating on Sunday, March 20th between 8 am and 1 pm if you are
eligible! Please see One Blood's website for eligibility FAQs. All blood donors must wear a mask
regardless of vaccination status. Sign-up to donate Whole Blood or Double Red Cells at the following link: https://donor.oneblood.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/1206283

Group Ministry News…….
WELCA
If you are a Female member of the Congregation, you are automatically a member of WELCA. We hold
Monthly meetings at the church on the second Monday of the month at 6:30PM. Our current study material
is “Bible Women, All Their Words And Why They Matter” by Lindsay Hardin Freeman.
The March meeting will be a Social Event. We will be meeting for dinner at Choplins Restaurant located
in Cornelius on Monday, March 14th, at 6:30 p.m. If you are planning to attend please text or call Laverne
at 704-576-8675.

Happy Time Luncheon
Join us at 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, March 16th, at the Fox & Hound Restaurant in Birkdale . Questions?
Contact Ron Major at 704-622-0517 or HunterRon35@hotmail.com.

CIC Prayer Shawl Ministry
The CIC Prayer Shawl Ministry prayerfully weaves God’s love and peace into hand crafted shawls,
scarves, hats, blankets and prayer cloths for those in need. If you like to knit or crochet, or would
like to learn how, please join us! The group and its activities are open to all CIC members, friends,
and visitors regardless of age or ability. Join us and share in this ministry! Just contact Kathy Dutton
at mamabissy@gmail.com
In March, we will continue to focus on making hat/scarf sets for those in need. We have already given away at total of 100 hat/
scarf sets to Angels and Sparrows, Levine-Davis Hospice, East Lincoln Christian Mission (Angel Tree), and Room in the Inn!
While the cold weather is waning and Spring is on the way, we need to start building our supply of hat/scarf sets for next Fall/
Winter.
We will continue to meet in person in the CIC Spirit Center on Wednesday afternoons from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 pm. Plan to join
us if you can for some fellowship, idea-sharing, and fun! If you are interested in coming to the in-person meetings, please contact Kathy Dutton and she will send you the necessary information. Of course, you can also participate in this important ministry
at home by crafting items, and bringing them to CIC.

Card Ministry News
We’d love for you to join the card ministry team! No experience necessary! The CIC Card Ministry
creates cards that serve as physical reminders of God’s love, support and presence in our lives.
We will meet twice in March: Tuesday, March 8th, at 2:00 p.m. and Tuesday, March 22nd, at 6:30
p.m. in the Spirit Center. Participants are asked to enter through the doors nearest the Spirit Center.
Need more information? Contact: Kathy Shugarman at shugs02@gmail.com or 940-300-2290.
Thank you to everyone who supports the card ministry through your prayers, working hands
and purchasing cards.

March Grocery Cart Collection
Angels & Sparrows is a Community Table and Resource Center for families and individuals who need
assistance with food, health, education, housing, finances, and more. For the month of March the kitchen
help is in need of powder-free nitrile exam gloves sizes large and X-large as well as sandwich, quart
and gallon sized Ziplock freezer bags. When you’re out shopping this month please consider adding
some of these items to the grocery cart at CIC.

Preschool, Sunday School & Youth News:
Preschool Registration for the 2022/2023 School Year Is Open!






Tuition for 2022/2023: $270.00 for 2-year-old and 3-year-old students and $305.00 for 4-year-old, PK and TK students.
There is a non-refundable registration fee of $75 due at the time of enrollment.
Child must be classroom age by August 31st, 2022 or by December 31st, 2022 for the TK class
To schedule a tour contact Sharon Fuller at 704-892-0120 ext 104 or (sfuller9564@gmail.com.)
Visit our website for the link to the registration form—Communityinchrist.org click Youth tab - click Weekday Preschool.
Link to registration form here.

Sunday School Schedule:
Children’s Sunday School meets between services every Sunday in March!
March 6th – ALL grades meet in Spirit Center for a service project
March 13th – PreK-1st Grade: Spirit Center; 2nd-5th Grade Fellowship Hall
March 20th – PreK-1st Grade: Spirit Center; 2nd-5th Grade Fellowship Hall
March 27th – PreK-1st Grade: Spirit Center; 2nd-5th Grade Fellowship Hall

First Communion Instruction:
First Communion Education Classes for 2nd graders and older will take place on Sundays, March 27th and April 10th, starting
at 12:15 p.m. First Communion will take place during worship on Maundy Thursday, April 14th, at 7 p.m. Please contact Pastor
Lisa (pastorlisa@communityinchrist.net) as soon as possible if you have not already registered your child.
Confirmation:
Confirmation students begin working on their Lenten Projects independently.
Senior High:
SR High will be meeting in March: Date, Time, and Location will be determined
soon.
Summer Mission Trip: Details are being finalized for this summer’s mission trip
which is scheduled for July 24th – 30th

Little Free Library
Thank you for your support during the month of February for our Little Free Library Book
Drive. The Sunday School students are so excited by the number of books we have collected.
Watch for the total number of books donated in your March 13 bulletin. I think you will all be happy about the generosity of our CIC family to make this outreach project such a success!

Lenten Bible Study with the Bishop: Again this year, Bishop Tim Smith will be leading an NC Synod-sponsored Bible study on the Gospel of Luke during Lent for five consecutive Thursdays, beginning March 10 and concluding on
April 7 from 7:00-8:15 p.m. Note we will not meet the week of Ash Wednesday nor during Holy Week. All are welcome! Register today to receive Zoom link details.

Capital Campaign Summary
The Our Faith, God’s Path was a three-year commitment campaign was launched in September 2018. The campaign’s goal was
to greatly reduce or even eliminate Community in Christ’s debt. Eliminating or reducing our debt offered the church an opportunity to move forward and to build a strategic plan that empowers the church to continue to do God’s work in our community,
whether it is inside the walls of our church, locally or globally. All gifts to the Our Faith, God’s Path campaign were to be used
for debt principal reduction.
With the official end of Our Faith, God’s Path on December 31, 2021, we are very pleased to communicate that the campaign
successfully raised $350,051. We would like to thank those who contributed, especially considering the campaign was conducted during both a pastoral transition and a global pandemic. Thanks to the extreme generosity of our church members, we have
been able to reduce our mortgage from $1,235,000 in September 2018 to a current balance of $768,198.
While the Our Faith, God’s Path campaign has officially ended, continuing to reduce our debt will allow us to further all God’s
work. As you consider your love for Community in Christ and the many blessings in your life, we invite you to prayerfully consider continuing your commitment to our debt reduction goals. It is an exciting time to be part of the ministry at Community in
Christ.

At the North Carolina Synod Assembly June 3, Lutheran Services Carolinas (LSC) officially kicked off its Be the Light capital
campaign. Of the $4.2 million goal, $3.2 million will go to projects and programs that impact North Carolina children, adults,
and families. Funds will support programs like foster care and will help adults facing varying life challenges, including traumatic
brain injuries, to live healthy, purposeful lives. Projects can begin on an ongoing basis as funds are available. The other $1 million will create an endowment, For the Children, which is designed to meet the needs of children in North Carolina for years to
come.
The North Carolina Synod designates one organization or initiative at a time to conduct a campaign like Be The Light. LSC has
until December 31, 2023, to educate North Carolina Lutherans about LSC’s important work in the state and invite them to financially support the campaign. All gifts committed to Be The Light will go directly to the programs and projects outlined in the
prospectus. Following Assembly, CIC's Council committed to providing LSC space to share their campaign within the congregation as we all embody being Christ's light together in our shared ministry. The campaign is designed to be presented over the
course of 5 weeks which will coincide with the beginning of Lent. We will learn from different Temple Talks and bulletin inserts
each week beginning Sunday, March 6th.

From the Finance Team
We had a leaner month in January with Member Contributions of $33.8k ($291.6 YTD, which is 3% less than Budget). CIC Preschool has started accepting registrations for summer camps and for the next school year. On the expense side, we saw a higher
utility bill due to cold weather energy usage and we incurred costs of snow/ice mitigation around the property. We also paid for
the semi-annual maintenance of the AC system. We have ended the month with a YTD surplus of $10,285. Additionally, the
flooding mitigation project is largely complete, with the total amount paid to date coming to $34,500, fully paid out of the Emergency Restricted Account. The remaining portion of the project includes installing new gutters and replacing artificial turf in the
Preschool area. There are still emergency funds left to cover that cost
~Madalyn Wilkinson, Director of Finance.
Office Communication Please be in touch with Stephanie in the church office (swheeler@communityinchrist.net) about the
following:
• If you read the newsletter online and prefer that it no longer be mailed to your physical address.
• If you have switched to giving primarily through digital means and no longer have a need for physical envelopes.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO UPDATE YOUR CREDIT CARD EXPIRATION DATE IF YOU ARE SET UP FOR AUTO
DEDUCTION ON OUR WEBSITE.

SAVE THE DATE
acation

ible

chool 2022

July 31 – August 4
Watch for more details and registration after Easter
Help Wanted: Co-Director : to plan and implement VBS with Kathy Shugarman

Station Leaders : to lead stations during VBS
Crew Leaders : travel with children to VBS stations
If interested in learning more,
please contact Kathy Shugarman or Pastor Lisa
shugs02@gmail.com or pastorlisa@communityinchrist.net

Agapé Day Camp
Agapé Day Camp is coming to CIC, June 20-24! Agapé Kure Beach Ministries counselors travel to bring outdoor ministries to
us. The camp runs 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Mon through Thurs and 9 a.m. to Noon on Fri, June 21-25, at CIC and is for youth entering
grades 1 to 5 in the 2022-2023 school year. Cost is $150 and can be paid on the church website or in a check written out to CIC
with “Agapé Day Camp” in the memo line.
This year’s theme is: Boundless! The camp will explore boundless Goodness, Love, Welcome, Forgiveness and Generosity that
God has for all of us! More information will be available throughout the Spring.
Contact Pastor Lisa with questions or for a registration form, pastorlisa@communityinchrist.net. Invite a friend!

Please note that announcements for the bulletin,
newsletter and facebook pages are for church related items only. Anything non-related to the
church will be deleted. Thank you for adhering to
this policy. Submissions for the bulletin must be
received in writing to the church office by Thursdays at 10 am. Submissions for the newsletter
must be received in writing to the church office
by the 20th of the month.

Each week we send out an e-mail to the congregation sharing what's going on and what's coming
up. If you have not been receiving these e-mails,
please let us know. Write your e-mail down in the
black book and put a note by it asking us to include you in our weekly e-mails. You can also
sign up for e-mails at our website.
www.communityinchrist.org

Are you getting our E-Mails?
Livestreamed on Facebook & YouTube

9 a.m. & 11 a.m.—Sanctuary
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